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The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Maryland
Department of Transportation State Highway Administration
(MDQT SHA) have undertaken the I-495 & I-270 Managed Lanes
Study to evaluate alternatives that could accommodate traffic
growth and provide more reliable travel times. Concurrent

with the Study, MDOT SHA has begun a separate Public-

Private Partnership (P3) process to enable the use of resources
and innovation from the private sector to design, build,

finance, operate, and maintain these potential transportation
improvements to address the Study goals.
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To learn more about the I-270 from |-370 to |-70 Pre-NEPA
activities, go to 495-270-p3.com/i270-environmental.
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ALTERNATIVES RETAINED FOR DETAILED STUDY (ARDS)

ALT 1: No Build (Existing)

All projects in the Financially Constrained
Long Range Transportation Plan (CLRP)
including I-270 Innovative Congestion
Management (ICM) Improvements, Purple
Line, Corridor City Transitway BRT, and
increased trip capacity and frequency
along all MARC lines.

ALT 8: 2 ETL Managed Lanes on 1495 and

1 ETL and 1 HOV Managed Lane on I-270

Add two ETL managed lanes in each
direction on 1-495 and add one ETL
managed lane and retain one HOV lane
in each direction on 1-270

After additional traffic, financial and environmental analysis, six alternatives are being retained for detailed study in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement because they meet the Study’s Purpose and Need.

ALT 9: 2 HOT Managed Lanes

Add two HOT managed lanes in each
direction on 1-495 and convert one existing
HOV lane to a HOT managed lane and add
one HOT managed lane in each direction
on 1-270

ALT 10: 2 ETL Managed Lanes and

1 HOV Managed Lane (I-270 only)

Add two ETL managed lanes in each
direction on 1-495 and on I-270 and retain
one existing HOV lane in each direction
on I-270 only

ALT 13B: 2 HOT Managed Lanes on

I-495 and 2 Reversible HOT Managed
Lanes on |-270

Add two HOT managed lanes in each
direction on 1-495 and convert existing
HOV lanes to two HOT managed
reversible lanes on I-270 while
maintaining General Purpose lanes

ALT 13C: 2 ETL Managed Lanes on |-495
and Reversible ETL Managed Lane plus
1 HOV Managed lane on |-270

Add two ETL managed lanes in each
direction on 1-495 and add two
managed, reversible ETLs on I-270
while retaining HOV lanes adjacent
to General Purpose lanes.
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What are High-Occupancy Toll Lanes (HOT)?

Dedicated managed lanes within highway
rights-of-way that single-occupancy vehicle
(SOV) motorists may use by paying a variably
priced toll and high-occupancy vehicle (HOV)
motorists may use by paying a discounted toll or
no toll at all. Toll payments may vary by time of

day and level of congestion.

What are Express Toll Lanes (ETL)?

Dedicated managed lanes within highway
rights-of-way that any motorist, regardless of

vehicle occupancy, may use by paying a variably

priced toll.

How do Managed Lanes Improve Options and
Opportunities for Carpools and Transit?

= Options for reliable travel that
incentivize carpooling

= Options for new bus routes and
extended travel service

= Opportunities to use managed lanes
for reliable bus service

= Opportunities to serve suburb-to-suburb
transit markets and needs
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